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corporate all Ruthenla in Hungary, so as to give Poland
and Hungary a common frontier around Germany and
the new state of Czecho-Slovakia. But though at Vienna
in November 1938 the Italian and German arbitrators
(the two Foreign Ministers, Herr von Ribbentrop and
Count Ciano) between Hungary and the new Czecho-
slovakia awarded Hungary only the richer, southern
portions of Slovakia and Ruthenia, and retained a rump
Ruthenia dividing Poland from Hungary, it was neces-
sary for the Reich to mobilize almost three army corps
on the Polish-Silesian-Czech frontier, and to take strong
diplomatic action in Budapest, to prevent a surprise
attack on Ruthenia by Polish and Hungarian ' irregulars '
or 'volunteers/ The Polish-Hungarian plan was foiled
and put into cold storage. But the outcome was that
the strategic Ruthenian corridor into Rumania and
the Polish-Russian Ukraine, with its new Ruthenian-
Rumanian-Russian railway described earlier, remained
under the uneasy joint control of Hungary and
Czecho-Slovakia. Consequently it became as urgent
for Nazi influence to prevail in Budapest as in Prague
if ever that corridor were to be utilized for military
purposes.
The new Government in Prague was also completely
different from former Czecho-Slovak Governments. It
was overwhelmingly composed of those Right-wing
Czech Agrarians who had long opposed the Masaryk-
Benes policy of collaboration and collective security be-
tween democracies. These Agrarians had always been
friendly disposed to Nazi Germany, as well as to the
Czech Sudetendeutsche Party of Herr Henlein. Their
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